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Since May 2009, when the Kianda
project was launched the number of
children attending has crept up to
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humour and loves making the
smaller kids laugh with his crazy
dancing.

around 50 each day. Here are a
couple of the usual characters: January is the start of the new

school year in Kenya and there are

several children of school -going age
in Kianda. We hope to bring these

children into our established

Transition Class for a year of

studies before starting primary

school.

The year in Transition Class is an
important one for these children: it
is a time to readjust to routine and
discipline, to catch up on studies,
and most importantly to be in the
care of our loving and committed
staff, renewing a sense of self worth
and excitement about what they can
achieve. Bringing the children from
Kianda into this class will be the
next step for them getting back into
school.

Munyalo is five and though very
small he becomes so bold when he
recites memory verses, he knows
more than a lot of the older kids!

Clinton is 11, he was in school but
dropped out a year ago because his
mum could no longer afford to send
him. He has a great sense of

M OSES ON MICROFINANCE - by Moses Obiti Mrefu

Since starting two years ago, the Turning Point Finance Programme (TPFP) has been able to empower businessmen
and women in Turning Point and the surrounding community with business knowledge, skills and strategy on how to
set-up small businesses and manage them.

Through business knowledge acquired through the Dynamic Business Start ~ -up Programme, | have been able to support
and encourage all those involved in TPFP. Much of my role is to mentor businessmen and women with basic knowledge

on how to handle their finances and keep accurate records. | have been able to empower teams with leadership
qualities, accountability and teamwork. | have seen tremendous success through various teams and individuals.

Some individuals like Margaret Mwita who sells milk and bread, Wycliffe Amumbwe a shoe maker, and Veronica
Mwende a vegetable vendor, have proven themselves as symbols of success, and stand as role models for the rest.

These business ladies and gentlemen have also created an impact in my life as their patron. For they have created an
atmosphere of joy whenever | am with them. | enjoy my duty and work so much, | enjoy interacting with different
groups and people as they share about themselves and | learn more about their backgrounds.

TPFP has been of great help and support for it has been able to stretch out its generous helping hand to the poor
parents and needy community in Kibera by expanding its

links as far as it can. It has been a great help through its

lending system that is different from other Microfinance

institutions for it loans small loans with flexible repayments

and without any interest charges, compared to other

institutions that give large loans at a high interest rate.

Therefore the Turning Point Finance Programme does not

only stand as a centre of business, but as a symbol of
entrepreneurship and empowerment for the whole Kibera

community.
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